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Recommendations in Brief 

County of San Diego 

4/29/2025 

 

1. Contractor’s Licenses Recommendations: 

  

C-10 licenses should be required for the installation, assembly, testing, commissioning, 

maintenance, repair, retrofitting, and decommissioning of a BESS facility or Energy 

Storage Management System; the installation, maintenance, and repair of fire alarm 

systems and gas detection systems; and C-16 licenses should be required for work 

performed on automatic sprinkler systems and water supplies. 

 

2. Fire Code Draft Language:  

 

Section ______ Purpose 

 

The purpose of this _______ is to establish minimum installation and emergency 

response standards for battery energy storage system facilities.  Ensuring the safe and 

effective installation, operation, and emergency response capabilities at these facilities 

is essential for protecting public safety, safeguarding property, and addressing the 

specific safety hazards associated with battery energy storage systems within the City of 

Escondido. 

 

Section _____ Definitions 

 

The following definitions shall apply to this _________: 

 

“Battery energy storage system (BESS)” means a rechargeable energy storage system 

consisting of electro-chemical storage batteries, battery chargers, controls and 
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associated electrical equipment designed to store and release electrical power.  The 

system is typically used to provide standby or emergency power, an uninterruptible 

power supply, load shedding, load sharing or similar capabilities. 

 

“Battery energy storage system facility” means a battery energy storage system with an 

energy capacity exceeding 70 kilowatt-hours (kWh). 

 

“Energy capacity” means the total amount of energy that a battery energy storage 

system can store, measured in kilowatt-hours. 

 

“Energy storage management system (ESMS)” means an electronic system that protects 

energy storage systems from operating outside their safe operating parameters and 

disconnects electrical power to the energy storage system or places it in safe condition if 

potentially hazardous temperatures or other conditions are detected. 

 

“Electrician trainee” means the same as defined in Title 8, Section 290.1 of the California 

Code of Regulations. 

 

“ESAMTAC certification” means a certification provided by the Energy Storage and 

Microgrid Training and Certification program, indicating specialized knowledge and skills 

related to the installation and maintenance of energy storage systems. 

 

“General electrician” means the same as defined in Title 8, Section 290.1 of the 

California Code of Regulations. 

 

“Registered apprentice electrician” means a registered apprentice performing electrical 

work as part of an apprenticeship program approved under Chapter 4 of Division 3 

(commencing with Section 3070) of the Labor Code, a federal Office of Apprenticeship 

program, or a state apprenticeship program authorized by the federal Office of 

Apprenticeship. 

 

Workforce Standards 

 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a general electrician shall perform all 

electrical work involving the installation, assembly, testing, commissioning, 

maintenance, repair, retrofitting, and decommissioning of a BESS facility or ESMS. 

(b) An electrician trainee or a registered electrician apprentice may perform 

electrical work involving the installation, assembly, testing, commissioning, 
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maintenance, repair, retrofitting, and decommissioning of a BESS facility or ESMS under 

the supervision of a general electrician. 

(c) Starting in 202_, a minimum of fifteen (15) percent of the onsite certified 

electricians performing electrical work involving the installation, assembly, testing, 

commissioning, maintenance, repair, retrofitting, and decommissioning of a BESS facility 

or Energy Storage Management System (ESMS) shall hold an ESAMTAC certification. By 

2030, the number of certified electricians holding an ESAMTAC certification shall 

increase to thirty-three (33) percent. By 2035, that number shall be fifty (50) percent.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Regarding the ESAMTAC certification - IBEW 569’s recommendation allows for a ramp-up time for the electrical 

industry to adjust to the new policy. We have discussed this with our industry partners at NECA San Diego. 


